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3-Year Term 

 

Connie Andrejko 

My family and I have been attending the Cathedral 
for approximately 8 years. I am involved in the 
following ministries: 
 
Youth Ministry: Lead monthly activities, weekend 
retreats, the service trip to Navajoland; Assist at 
camp, spaghetti dinner 

Wholeness and Healing Ministry: Helped to organize the 
Wholeness and Healing conference at Nativity; Assist in hands-on 
healing at Celtic night; Offer Reiki sessions and teach Reiki 
classes with the funds raised being donated to the youth 
ministry; Helped to lead the most recent pilgrimage to Wales in 
2019 and will assist in leading the Wales/Ireland pilgrimage as 
soon as the pandemic is over! 

 
I will bring leadership and organizational management skills to 
the vestry. Currently I lead a director team and over 75 
physicians, NNPs, and PAs in 7 states for a 32 million dollar 
company. I am involved with sales, recruiting, staffing, quality 
initiatives, contract negotiations, and human resource related 
issues. I am also finishing my Masters in Healthcare Quality and 
Safety. 
 
I am excited to see the Cathedral’s community grow, offering a 
safe and welcoming space for all. I am also excited to see an 
expansion of ministries offered to the community. 
 
Two of the greatest challenges are maintaining youth 
involvement as the world of sports, dance, etc consumes 
schedules, leaving little time for church activities. Secondly, long-
term financial viability is a challenge if we continue to solely rely 
on donations. I would like to see the Cathedral develop an 
affiliated business venture to help generate revenue. 
I am married to Ken Andrejko and have four children: Tyler (18), 
Mitchell (14), Nathan (14), and Gavin (12). Our family usually 
attends the 321 service, unless my children are acolyting at the 
10:30 service. We enjoy hiking, skiing, running, and our time at 



 

Tom Edwards 
I have been attending the Cathedral since 2008, 
and have been on the Vestry the last three 
years.  I am on the Finance Committee, and serve 
as a lector and Lay Eucharistic minister.  I have 
been an Education for Ministry (EfM) mentor the 
past five years in the group that meets weekly at 
the Cathedral. 

 
From my 30+ years working, I offer good communication, 
analytic, and problem-solving skills, as well as management 
experience.  I am open to new ideas. I like interacting with 
people, and supporting them as they grow in their knowledge 
and ability. 
 
I view Nativity as a very active and energetic parish with wide 
program offerings.  I am excited about what we can accomplish 
as we find new ways of applying our faith in loving and serving 
our community.  The implementation of our new Campus Plan 
will serve as a door to South Bethlehem. 
 
In the near-term, post Covid, a big challenge is going to be how to 
come together and re-initiate our many activities.  The bigger 
challenge is identifying and implementing new programs and 
ministries to serve our parish and community as we all enter into 
the new ‘norm’. 
 
My wife, Marion, and I live in Center Valley, and have three 
grown children, currently residing in DC, Brooklyn and Chicago.  I 
have been retired from Air Products and the Engineering group 
for 10 years. 

the beach. We have 3 dogs (Zoey, Buster, and Maggie) and 1 cat 
(Sugar) that keep everyone entertained. 



 

Veronica Guevara 
I have been attending the Cathedral since 
November, 2019. I started going to the Spanish 
service in winter 2020, and have been involved with 
readings and altar guild for that service. 
 
I have served on St. Mark’s Cathedral, Minneapolis, 
MS Vestry/ Council, The Wells Foundation, The 

Episcopal Church in MN Cuba Committee, as well as St Martin’s by-
the-Lake Vestry. I enjoy helping to grow churchs’ work through 
supporting the Vestry. I have been a translator for clergy on trips to 
Cuba and enjoy supporting Latinx community’s connection to our 
church. 
 
I am excited to help grow the Latinx service, as well as the 
connections between the different services we offer. I believe that we 
are called to love and know one another and that we grow the 
beloved community through this mission. 
 
I believe, beyond the season/s of COVID, we must continue to grow 
and connect with our communities in new and creative ways. I look 
forward to supporting our ministries and especially addressing the 
societal ills of systemic racism, through our work. I think that the 
more we engage in courageous reflections and conversation, the 
closer we come to the Living Christ. 
 
I live with my rescue dog, Toby. My mother, Lena Brooks, lives in 
Episcopal Homes of Minnesota, in St. Paul, MN, and my son, Tomás, 
lives in Edina, MN, working in IT. My daughter, Elena lives in 
Berkeley, CA, and works as a cosmetologist.  
 
 

Meg Storm 
I have been a member of the Cathedral since 1995. 
Over the past 18 years I have served the youth as a 
Sunday school teacher, J2A mentor, and on Camp 
Staff. I volunteer with BES, serve as an usher, play 
with the handbell choir, am a member of the 
Technology Committee, and am on the board of 

Third Millennium Fund. 



 
I believe I can lend strategic thinking and planning to the Cathedral. I 
have worked in technology and marketing and happy to share my 
expertise in this area. 
 
I'm excited about not just getting through the changes that have 
occurred during the pandemic, but embracing what we've learned 
and expanding our community beyond physical walls. I also look 
forward to the campus plan and seeing our physical space and 
grounds take on a new beauty and improved functionality. 
 
The challenges for the Cathedral will be to transition to a "new 
normal", continue to strengthen our presence as part of the 
SouthSide Community, and engage youth in a meaningful way.  
 
I have been part of an Episcopal community since growing up in New 
Hampshire, and have formed many friendships along the way. I have 
three daughters who have grown up at Nativity and I currently live 
close by in South Bethlehem. 
  



2021 NOMINATING COMMITTEE Candidate Profiles 
1 -Year Term 

 

Laura Drum 
I have attended the Cathedral regularly since I 
transferred here from the Church of the 
Mediator in January, 1990.   My primary 
involvement has been in liturgy and pastoral 
care – especially leading Eucharistic Visitors, 
Pastoral Visitors, Lector and Intercessory 
prayer.  I have also participated in educational 
programs. 
I believe my commitment to intercessory prayer 

and worship for this parish, the diocese and the world wide 
communion is essential to sharing the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For Forty-five years I have been a member and leader of 
The Society of the Companions of the Cross, an international 
organization of Anglican Woman. I am also a member of the 
Diocesan Commission on Ministry. 
 
It is very meaningful to me that the Cathedral has so many 
opportunities for service and participation in the life of our 
community, and for the various outreach ministries we have.  In 
this pandemic time, we are learning new ways of worshipping, 
right in the neighborhood of the Cathedral. 
 
In the midst of this Covid pandemic, our biggest challenge is to 
learn new ways to continue our worship and outreach in order to 
carry out our Baptismal Covenant responsibilities – especially to 
proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 
Christ.  (BCP page305) 
 
It is such a blessing that all of our children and grandchildren are 
active in their churches and communities. Charles and I are 
active in the ministry of the Gideons International.  Daughter 
Elizabeth participates in medical mission trips to Ethiopia semi-
annually.  Our granddaughter is going to South Asia as a 
missionary of the PIONEERS. 



 

Rebecca Randall 
My family and I have been a part of the Cathedral 
Community since 2015.  While our primary 
residence is in South Orange, NJ, we enjoy a 
weekend home in Durham, PA.  Our Durham 
home feels like our true home, as we enjoy the 
bulk of our “together” time there and worship at 
the Cathedral on the weekends.  At the Cathedral, 

I have led an adult forum and have offered reflections at several 
Celtic Spirituality evenings.  My husband John has served on a 
stewardship committee. 
 
I have a strong background in religious education, ministry, and 
counseling, all of which have enabled me to cultivate my 
communication, collaboration, and organizational skills.   I’m 
typically a “big picture” thinker but am sensitive to details: this 
combination can be particularly helpful in organizational 
development and evaluation. 
 
I believe that the Cathedral has opportunity to be a one-of-a-kind 
center for spiritual formation that reaches a large, diverse group 
of people.  There is already so much that is exceptional (e.g., 
Celtic Spirituality evenings, mindfulness groups, etc.) that can be 
strengthened even further.  The Cathedral must continue to offer 
varied and vibrant offerings that meet the spiritual needs of its 
members.   
 
One of the greatest challenges for the Cathedral is in striking the 
right balance between demonstrating respect for tradition and 
openness to change:  it can be a place and offer a space for those 
who long for connection to the more traditional expressions of 
our faith tradition but also offer opportunities for those who 
wish for a reimagined experience of “church.” Another challenge 
is to strengthen the connections between members so that they 
can truly be community for one another beyond Sunday… 
 
As noted above, we are a family of five:  John, Rebecca, Aidan, 
Kate, and Niall. We live in South Orange, NJ but enjoy most 
weekends in Durham, PA.  We sometimes dream of transitioning 
to full-time life in PA (should our respective jobs ever allow for 
that).  



 

Olivia Tramontana 
Joe, my husband, and I have been attending 
the Church of the Nativity for 5 years. I am a 
member of The Daughters of the King and 
the Yarns of Love where I have found 
fellowship and have grown in spiritual 
purpose. Currently, I am a fourth year 
Education for Ministry student where I 
continue to grow in Christ. Together, Joe and 
I serve as Parish Visitors and as virtual tutors 

to the refugee Syrian students the Nativity hosted in 2016. I 
enjoy serving the parish as a member of the Altar Guild. 
 
Since I participate in a variety of parish ministries, I have the 
acquaintance of people who may like to serve the Nativity parish 
in additional ways. I would be happy to speak to them about 
those possibilities. 
 
During the months of the pandemic, Nativity has continued to 
safely provide services virtually and under the tent. It will be 
exciting to return to the fully open schedule and ministries that 
have been limited for safety reasons. 
 
The Cathedral and its staff have provided remarkable programs 
for its parishioners and others wanting and needing support 
during the difficult times of 2020. The challenge ahead as the 
Church reopens is to maintain those connections and to reforge 
those relationships with parishioners who have not been able 
to remain connected with the Cathedral. 
 
Joe Tramontana and I are the parents of two married daughters 
and are grandparents to two grandsons.  We feel blessed to be a 
part of the Nativity faith community and are energized by 
participating in our  church’s ministries. 

 

 
 
 

 



2021 DELEGATES TO CONVENTION Candidate Profiles 

 

Paul Fox 
My parents met and married at the 
Cathedral, I’ve been attending my entire life. 
I’ve participated in Nativity Youth Camp 
since 2nd grade, and now serve as co-
director. Over the past few months I’ve 
produced video recordings of services and 
organ concerts. 

 
I believe I have a unique perspective to represent the youth of 
the Cathedral, and my experience with media and filmmaking 
will be helpful in bolstering the diocese’s online presence. 
 
The future of the Cathedral’s virtual programming excites me 
because I believe it will enable the church to reach a broader 
congregation who would not otherwise be able to physically 
attend any service or event at Nativity. 
 
I think Nativity (and all churches generally) face a continual 
challenge in attracting and retaining the attention of young 
people and children. Youth activities have to provide a 
meaningful alternative to school, sports, friends, video games, 
and the internet, or young people will not participate. 
 
I live in Catasauqua with my mother and our dog, Sputnik. 

 

George Samuelson 
I ‘ve been a member since 2007. I co-taught 
5th/6th grade Sunday school with Canon Kitch, 
then with Mary Thomas. I served as an Usher; 
was part of the search committee; and attended 
sacred spaced training.  

I am a long-time, active member looking to be 
involved in different ways. Looking forward to seeing everyone 
again when we return to ‘normal’. 



I am quite confident in the leadership of the Cathedral and the 
direction it’s going with its current ministries. I am also glad to 
see young families here. 
 
I think the ongoing challenge is to continue to offer services and 
programs that will bring new people into the church and to get 
people comfortable with being with others when this pandemic 
ends. 
 
I am married to Liz, a teacher in the Bethlehem Area School 
District. We have a daughter, Charlotte, who has been at the 
Cathedral since her Pre-K days and was confirmed here. 

 

Joe Tramontana 
I began attending the Cathedral with my 
wife in 2015 after moving to 
Bethlehem.  I’ve been a part of the 
Episcopal faith since marriage 43 years 
ago.  Initially, I got involved with the 
Homeless Shelter at the Cathedral where I 
met fantastic people.  Along with my wife 
we serve at Sunday services, I as a Chalice 

Bearer and my wife a Lector.  I also support the Refugee Ministry 
and have continued to work with our refugee family by tutoring 
and helping with day to day needs as they arise. 
 
I believe my greatest gift is my ability get along with 
people.  Showing kindness and love goes a long way in creating 
faithful relationships which I learned working with the 
homeless.  I enjoy working with individuals and sharing our 
insights so we can learn and grow together. 
 
As I look toward the future, I see the Cathedral becoming an 
even bigger entity in the South Side of Bethlehem.  Addressing 
the needs our close neighbors and opening the church to them 
shows a significant commitment to Christ and his love. 
 
The greatest challenge for our church family is remaining open 
to the constant changes and challenges we face in the world 
today.  It’s not easy but with faith I believe we can work 
miracles.   
 



I am very fortunate that I have a loving wife who supports my 
interests.  Most people know that I have two wonderful 
daughters and sons-in-law along with two beautiful 
grandchildren.  My wife and I are dedicated to Christ and 
support the ministries of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity.  
 

 

Leonardo Velez 
My family had come to the Cathedral during a 
very traumatic time in our lives. We had no 
home church at the time and our youngest 
had experienced something very traumatic 
months before and was extremely 
agoraphobic. To my wife and my surprise 
while we passed the Cathedral one day he 
said, “I would like to visit that beautiful 

church.” We did. It was during that first visit that many friendly 
people including a very nice young boy that befriended our son 
and played with him after church had sparked some joy back in 
our son’s life. We have attended the Cathedral ever since. 

I have a music background. I have sung in the choir at the 
Cathedral and worship groups with the Spanish Community at 
the Cathedral. I also am happy to be involved in the liturgy and 
any capacity available. 

I am most excited about the Spanish Community and 
Ministry/Outreach that is happening. I am of Hispanic descent. A 
first generation Puerto Rican living in the contiguous US. I grew 
up in a Spanish only evangelical church community. I was very 
happy to hear that the Cathedral had made it a priority to reach 
the local Hispanic community and make the efforts they have 
with the staff and clergy they have recently hired. It’s a blessing 
and an answer to prayer for me and my family. 

Continuing the full court press, high-energy, and support for the 
Spanish Community ministry and also continuing to grow the 
parish in ministering to the youth. Young families with children 
are needed to continue the Episcopal traditions and the continue 
the ministries at the Cathedral for the future. 

I am married to my wife Tiffani who is well known at the 
Cathedral. She’s an English professor and a writer/author. My 



son Michael (24), is in his second year of law school in NYC. My 
son Isaac (22) and daughter Eliana (20) are working and going to 
community college. My son Nick (16) is in his junior year of high 
school. We have a labradoodle named Sancho Panza and two 
cats, Genisis and Daisy. 

 

Rodney Weems 
I’ve lost count of how long we’ve been coming. 
I’m guessing 5.5 years at this point. It feels like 
we’ve been coming for a long time, in the sense 
that it feels like home.  
 
I have helped with Summer Camp the past three 
years; taught middle-school Sunday school for 

two years. I teach Sunday school for grade 4-5th presently. I write 
and speak on occasion. 
 
The chance to continue to spread the Gospel of love and 
neighbor, all neighbors, and to pass that gospel along to the next 
generation. 
 
The greatest challenge will be addressing the schism in and 
beyond our church walls regarding the divide between belief in a 
Christianity defined by an expansive, grace-filled love offered to 
all our neighbors or an exclusionary, meritocratically graceless 
love extended only to those a person decides are “deserving.”  
 
We are all believers, Kathleen baptized, Ethan soon to be and Eric 
a few years out. If I can boil down to one story what I hope we 
aspire to as a family, I would say this: We have a dinnertime 
ritual where each person is asked to tell who and how they 
helped during the day, ideally one person inside our tribe and 
one person outside our tribe. 



Carol Yale 
As a Cathedral member for the past 30 years, I 
have been a Sunday School teacher, a member of 
the hospitality team, camp head cook, musician, 
band leader, usher, reader and a member of the 
altar guild.  I was a coordinator and a board 
member for the ShareCare ministry.  I was also 
the coordinator for the refuge family from 
Puerto Rico. 

 
I have strong leadership and organizational skills which have 
benefited the Cathedral in the past.  I also have an adventurous 
spirit and I like to try new things. 
 
At the moment the most exciting thing would be to return to 
regular worship in our beautiful cathedral building.  I am excited 
about the new Spanish service and our work in the community 
 
I think that it is increasingly difficult to get people involved in 
the life of the Cathedral. 
 
I have been married to my husband Bill for 33 years and we 
have three children.  I have been a music teacher in the Southern 
Lehigh School District for the past 18 years and a member of the 
Allentown Symphony for 29 years.  Our daughter Elizabeth Yale 
Ivell is an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of Northwestern 
PA.  Our sons Tim and Stephen both work in higher academia. 

 


